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itself, as might be expected, has chiefly engaged their
attention.1 Without entering, then, into a minute con-
sideration of the facts and arguments on which the
credibility of the Sacred History rests, I proceed to
contrast its evidence generally witli that produced for
other miraculous narratives ; and thus to complete* a
comparison which has been already instituted, as r$r
gards the antecedent probability and the criterion of
Miracles.

For the present, then, I forego the advantage
which the Scripture Miracles have gained in the pre-
ceding Sectiqps over all professed facts of a similar
nature. In reality, indeed, the very same evidence
which would suffice to prove the former, might bo in-
adequate when offered in behalf of those of the
Eclectic School or the Romish Church. For the
Miracles of Scripture, and no other, are unexception-
able, and worthy of a Divine Agent; and Bishop Butler
has clearly shown, that, in a practical question, as this
divinity of a professed Revelation must be considered,
even the weakest reasons are decisive when not
counteracted by a,ny opposite arguments."1 Whatever

1 As of Paley, Lyttelton, Leslie, etc.

m The only fair objection that can be made to this statement
is, that it is antecedently improbable that the Almighty should
work Miracles with a view to general conviction, without fur-
nishing strong evidence that they really oc'curred. This wag
noticed above, when the antecedent probability of Miracles
was discussed. That it is unsatisfactory to decide on scanty